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Borough of Stonington 
Board of Warden and Burgesses Regular Meeting 

July 17, 2017, 7:30 PM 
Borough Hall

 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
Warden Jeffrey Callahan called the monthly meeting of the Borough of Stonington Board of 
Warden and Burgesses to order at Borough Hall at 7:30 pm. Present were Burgesses Michael 
Adair, Amanda Barnes, Amy Nicholas, Karen von Ruffer Hills and Robert Scala, and Clerk-
Treasurer Bergin O’Malley.  Burgess Shaun Mastroianni was absent.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Noted the passing of Robert Burns.  He was not a resident of Stonington Borough, but he was a 
vendor at the Stonington Farmers Market for many years, and he will be missed by many.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
On a motion by Burgess Scala seconded by Burgess Adair, the minutes from the regular 
monthly meeting held on June 12, 2017 were unanimously approved with one change 
suggested by Callahan that in the Item 9: Public comment to say “glad to hear that meetings are 
now being recorded.”  
 
REPORT OF ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT  

● Received June collections:$1,175.34 
● Audit is scheduled for week of 8/7 
● Preparing for audit field work 

 
CORRESPONDENCE  

● Stonington Free Library: request for FY17/18 contribution 
● Martha Mitchell: request for an appeal to remove two maple trees 
● Portuguese Holy Ghost Society: correct certificate of insurance for 9/2-3 event 
● Special Olympics Request for September 9 event 
● Regan Morse re the Stonington Players August 15,16,17 

 
REPORT OF CLERK-TREASURER 

● Uploaded June meeting audio file to the Borough website in the minutes section 
● Will now have sign in Wadawanuck Square on Sundays before the monthly meeting  

 
REVIEW OF BILLS/YTD FINANCIAL REPORT 

● $91,484 
● Income/ Expenses Report: Net income $85,000.  Bulk will go to FY 17/18 

 
WARDEN’S REPORT 

● Addressed concerns about dead deer on old breakwater over July 4th weekend   
● Participated in two conference calls with Stonington Resiliency Plan consultant. (Note 

public presentation at La Grua Center on Wednesday July 19th at 6 pm.) 
● Met with Planimetrics, Inc.re: Borough governance study; reserved La Grua Center for 

August 24th public presentation on Borough governance 
● Met with Town Engineer and consultants regarding Stormwater Management Plan 

implementation 
● Discussed bank fees and deposit insurance with Dime Bank branch manager 
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COMMISSIONER REPORTS 

A.STREETS (Callahan) 
● Approved revised proposal from Sullivan Paving for restoring crosswalks on Summit and 

Bayview. 
● Installed new “Yield” sign on Water Street near Cannon Square   
● Borough Clock: none  

B. FIRE & EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT (Adair/ Hoadley) 
There were 5 Alarms in June (another quiet month) 2017, they were as follows: 

● 6-8-17 3:30 pm Fire Alarm Activation 86 Collins Rd. 
● 6-10-17 2:48 pm Town Dock for a lift assist off of a boat (stroke patient) 
● 6-12-17 5:50 pm Wadawanuck Club lift assist with SAC at the boat ramp. 
● 6-16-17 2:57 pm Tree down on wires IFO 268 North Main St. 
● 6-20-17 10:04 am Fire Alarm Activation 173 Wamphassuc Pt. Rd. 

 
Chief Hoadley: Realizing that there are up to 140 inspectable properties in the Borough and 
contract districts (these are three family properties/ businesses etc.)  
 
C. PARKS, TREES AND RIGHTS OF WAY (Barnes) 

● Barnes will be contacting Bartlett to have the Ginkgo tree in front of the Pandolfi's house 
removed. The Pandolfis will likely be replacing the tree with a non-fruiting Gingko. 

 
 D. PUBLIC BUILDINGS (Mastroianni) 

● The fire house landscaping was weeded and trees have been cut back.   
● We had 2 meetings about the firehouse doors 

 
Discussion about the firehouse doors: came down to the glass. Chose three overhead door 
companies in the area (businesses from N. Franklin, Preston and Smithfield R.I).  Criteria for the 
bid was to have solid glass and should have similar look to the current doors. Bids ranged from 
$32,290-$35,738.  Overhead Door was chosen unanimously by the Committee comprised of 
Callahan, Burgesses Adair and Mastroianni and Chief Hoadley 
 
E. SIDEWALKS (Scala) 

● Talked to contractor at 84 Water Street about resetting stones and he seemed congenial  
● Sent to letter to 86 Water Street, because their sidewalk contains a trip hazard 

 
F. POLICE AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS (Nicholas) 
During the month of June 2017 there were 64 incidents in the police report for the Borough 
including 9 Burglar Alarms (7 of which were false), 9 Parking Complaints, 7 Business Checks, 5 
Medical Assists, 4 Accidents including 2 Hit and Runs, 3 Larcenies, 3 Suspicious Activities, 3 
911 Hang ups, 2 Motor Vehicle Infractions, 2 Assist Other Agency, 2 Nuisance, 2 Alarms not 
Registered, 2 Keys in Vehicle and 2 Animal Control incidents. There were one incident each of 
Illegal Dumping, Assist Citizen, Protective Order Violation, HS Check, Suspicious Motor Vehicle, 
Loud Music, Criminal Mischief, Disturbance and Minor Traffic Service. 
 
G. UTILITIES & SANITATION (von Ruffer Hills) 

● Issued 60+ letters/notices to Stonington residents and merchants on Water Street, 
reminding them of our Trash Ordinance SBO-07. 

● Attended two meetings with the Director of Planning and the Director of Finance of the 
Town of Stonington to discuss the possibility of an LED streetlight conversion 
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● Addressed various sanitation concerns on Bayview Avenue, and discussed with Ledge 
Light Health District how/when to refer cases to them and when deemed 
necessary/appropriate, to file a complaint. 

● 'No Littering' sign posted at DuBois, and 'No Dog Waste' sign posted on footbridge  
 
9. PUBLIC COMMENT 

● Richard Easton: made several comments relating to the minutes from the June meeting. 
All comments were related to the “Public Comment” section 

○ Wanted to know why Burgess Mastroianni was thanked (it was for his work 
relating to the overpass)  

○ Easton had suggested that the Warden should contact all of the banks in the 
area to see whether any of them would be a depository without charging fees 

○ Wanted the minutes to reflect that Hanratty is a long term banker and that he too 
suggested that fees be waived by the bank 

○ Easton sent an email to Burgess Fowler and Warden Callahan about the 
Montgomery house at 68 Main Street. Easton believes that the trees are as 
messy as the ginkgo on Water St. and an equal nuisance to the cars and wanted 
to know why the Borough is not removing these. Warden Callahan noted that the 
Borough paid for pruning the trees in front of 68 Main Street instead of removal. 

○ Wanted to know the sweeping schedule on behalf of someone who could not be 
here. Callahan noted that there is no set schedule as the streets are primarily 
swept in the spring to remove accumulated sand and debris after the winter.  The 
purpose of the spring sweeping is to prevent clogging of catch basins as well as 
improve general cleanliness.   

○ Easton suggested that the new yield sign near Cannon Square violates the 
zoning regulations on signs in the Borough, which “expressly prohibits blinking/ 
flashing” lights. Warden Callahan said that traffic signs are exempt from zoning 
regs.  Per Borough ordinance SBO-02 and state statute 14-297, the Warden and 
Burgesses are the traffic authority for the Borough and are authorized to post 
traffic signs.  

● Renata Celichowzka, spoke on behalf of mother who is 87 and who has lived on 
Omega Street for over 30 years.  They have noticed that it has gotten unbearably noisy 
with bulldozers in the evening and early morning.  Quality of the Borough has been 
compromised by the construction at that site as well as others in the area. Asked for 
advice as to how to proceed. Warden Callahan suggested talking to Zoning Officer and 
addressing the next Planning and Zoning Commission meeting.   

 
10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
a. A motion by Burgess Adair seconded by Warden Callahan to award the contract to replace 
fire house doors to Overhead Door for $32,291 passed unanimously after a short discussion. 
 
11. NEW BUSINESS  
 a. A motion by Warden Callahan seconded by Burgess Scala to approve two requests to use 
Borough property (one for Stonington Players August 15,16,17 and one for Special Olympics 
event at firehouse for September 9) passed unanimously.  
 
b. A motion by Burgess Scala, seconded by Burgess Barnes, to deny the appeal of the Board’s 
previous decision not to remove two large trees at 25 Main St. passed unanimously.  
 
12. OTHER BUSINESS  
None 
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13. ADJOURNMENT 
On a motion by Burgess Scala, seconded by Burgess Nicholas, adjournment of the meeting at 
8:17pm was unanimously approved. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Bergin O’Malley,  
Clerk-Treasurer  
July 17, 2017 
 
 
 


